ANTHONY’S VIETNAM TRAVEL
STARTER GUIDE (2026)

THE ESSENTIAL LOGISTICS AND ARRIVAL PLAYBOOK

ANTHONY GIARRATANO

AHOY, VIETNAM!



CONTENTS

Anthony’s Vietnam Travel Starter Guide

PHASE 1
Before Your Trip (Paperwork, Booking & Prep)

Vietnam Visas

Booking Flights to Vietnam

Planning Air Travel to Vietnam

Hotels vs. Apartments/Rentals for Short Stays

Choosing a Hotel and Scrutinizing the Reviews: A “Vietnam 8.5” isn't a

“Western 8.5” on Agoda/Booking
Medical Prep for Vietnam

Packing for Vietnam

Two Specific Items to Have for Vietnam

PHASE 2
Landing in Vietnam (Airport to Hotel)

Immigration Lines (Arrival)

Airport Fast-Track Services

SIM Cards, eSIMs, and Connectivity

Arrival Money: Airport ATMs and Exchange Tips

The Airport Exit Strategy

The First Ride: Grab App, Klook Transfers, “Regular” Taxi Gamble

PHASE 3
The Ground Rules (Money and Tech)

Money Matters: Cash vs. Card, ATMs & Tips

Common Scams in Vietnam & Other Tips

Shopping in Local Markets vs. Regular Stores

The Digital Toolkit: Apps to Use in Vietnam
Communicating in Vietnam: Getting by with English & Apps

PHASE 4
Daily Rhythm (Safety and Logistics)

Crossing the Street in Vietnam

Renting Scooters in Vietnam

Drinking Water & Food Safety Tips

Hospitals, Doctor’s Appointments, Injuries

Noise Pollution in Vietnam

Tipping Etiquette in Vietnam

Daily Chores in Vietnam

Bugs & Pests in Vietnam: Your Tropical Roommates

AW W =

O NN O

10

10
10
12
13
14
14

17

17
19
22
23
25

26

26
27
28
29
31
31
32
33



[BONUS]: ANTHONY'’S “STAY HERE” CHEAT SHEET
Maps and Hotels for Hanoi, Da Nang/Hoi An, Ho Chi Minh City

Hanoi

Da Nang

Hoi An

Ho Chi Minh City

VIETNAM TRAVEL RESOURCES
Apps, Links, Websites, Tools

35

36
37
38
39

40



ANTHONY’S VIETNAM
TRAVEL STARTER GUIDE

This Vietnam Travel Starter Guide comes from my eight years of experience living in Vietnam,
traveling domestically, flying in and out internationally, and navigating daily life in the
country.

I've broken the guide down into four Phases, meant to help any first-timer with booking,
preparation, arriving, and getting through their first 24 hours in Vietnam. Much of the advice,
especially in Phase 3 and Phase 4, will be helpful beyond the first day.

You should have received an e-book version and a PDF version of this guide by email. These
are yours to download, keep, and view at your leisure. Both formats can be read offline, so you
can access them on the airplane or anywhere without an internet connection.

The PDF version is good for anyone wanting to print out the full guide or specific
sections/pages of it. An example is the Phase 2 section, Landing in Vietnam (Airport to
Hotel).

This starter guide doesn’t cover niche requests, but a lot of the tips and information inside will
set you on the right path to finding a solution. For example, finding specific items, making

appointments, contacting local businesses, etc. It’s all covered inside.

Use the Table of Contents to bounce around the guide. It’s full of my first-hand experiences
and random tips for navigating Vietnam.

I've added a general resources list to the end of this guide. I've also shared a few links
throughout the guide. You can view the entire guide offline, but to view any of the links, you
will need an internet connection.
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I've created a private email for purchasers of this guide to contact me. If you have any ques-
tions about anything that follows, email me at:

[You've reached the end of the preview of
Anthony’s Vietnam Travel Starter Guide]

GET THE FULL GUIDE HERE:

https://ahoyvietnam.com/anthonys-vietnam-travel-guide-ebook/
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